
 

Today was another very busy day.  We started with a 5:30 
am wakeup call to walk to the beach with enough time to 
watch the sunrise.  There we found a gull eating a crab.  
The crab was eventually rescued by the students and 
released back into the ocean.  Once our Nature’s 
Classroom time started, students were on a roll all day.  
The class choices for the morning activity included: 
building a geodome, meditating on the beach, a lamprey 
dissection, WWF card game, movie making, and bottle 
rockets.  

Our afternoon field group exploration occurred at the 
local frog pond, where students were 
active in exploring and frog 
hunting.  Many frogs were seen, 
very few were caught, and 
many feet became muddy.  
Such is the life of an explorer.   
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Our day…. 

Frederick the crab, and 
his rescuers.  
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Frog 
Pond 

Late this evening students participated in a simulation called “Underground Railroad”. 

Orleans and Glover students mixed into two groups to participate. Each group went through 

the simulation led by a teacher acting as a conductor. Conductors led the students (acting as 

slaves) from the south, through the woods of the Nature’s Classroom property to the North 

(Canada). Along the way they encountered Abolitionists, a Sheriff, a Patroller, a Bounty 

Hunter, and a Safe House (Nature’s Classroom staff). All students did wonderfully in this event 

and approached it with great respect and full involvement. All of our students made it to 

Canada!! Directly following the simulation, students debriefed the activity to better understand 

the purpose – to introduce students to some of the complexities and difficulties surrounding 

slavery, to understand the courage it took to run and to assist those running, and to draw 

connections between discrimination and prejudice then, and discrimination and prejudice now.  

UGGR: Underground Railroad 
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